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Town Crier Article, January, 2015 

 

Wayland is a high achieving district.  MCAS results show high scores for both growth and 

achievement.  For instance, results from the 2014 MCAS exams indicated that 98% of our Grade 

10 students scored proficient or advanced in English Language Arts (ELA), with no students 

failing.  The numbers for math and science at this grade level were 96% and 91%, respectively.  

In addition to the district’s high achievement scores, Wayland’s schools show high growth rates.   

 

MCAS scores are only one of many measures of achievement.  Students in Massachusetts score 

higher than students in the rest of the nation on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, 

otherwise known as the nation’s report card.  In 2013, Massachusetts out-performed all other 

states in the Grade 8 math assessment.  Massachusetts, in turn, scores among the top ranked 

groups in comparison to other countries, as measured by the Trends in International Mathematics 

and Science Study (TIMSS) assessments.  However, this article focuses solely on the MCAS 

exams.   

 

What is MCAS? 

The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) is designed to measure student 

performance in relation to state standards in the areas of ELA and mathematics in Grades 3-10.  

In Wayland, science is also tested in Grades 5, 8, and 10.   We analyze achievement data from 

these tests by subject, grade level, school, and district.  We further break apart the data by the 

following subgroups: race, income, English language learners, and special education status.  

Performance is defined as a combination of both achievement and growth score results.   

 

Where does Wayland stand with regard to its MCAS Achievement Scores?  

Student achievement is rated according to one of four proficiency levels:  Warning, Needs 

Improvement, Proficient, or Advanced.  A particularly useful statistic is the percentage of 

students who achieve scores of proficient and advanced.  Here are some points of note: 

 

 Wayland’s students consistently score well above the state average.   On average, 

Wayland’s percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced is over 20% higher than 

the state’s percentage. 

 The district’s Grade 3 math and Grade 4 ELA scores were the highest since 2006.  

 There remain concerns at the national, state, and district levels of an achievement gap 

with regard to students of color, English language learners, students with special needs, 

and low income students.  In Wayland, we have similar concerns about the performance 

of these subgroups.  Addressing these achievement gaps is the focus of one of the 

district’s five system-wide goals.   

 Without minimizing the importance of closing the achievement gap, it is important to 

highlight that the performance of our special needs students is significantly higher than 

the state average.  The percentage of students with special needs who perform proficient 

or advanced in Wayland is 35% higher than the state average in ELA and 26% higher in 

mathematics. 
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 Students who took the Grade 4 math MCAS showed significant progress in comparison 

to their Grade 3 performance.  Specifically of note was the progress made by students 

who either moved from “Needs Improvement” to “Proficient” or Proficient” to 

“Advanced.”  In other words, progress was seen by all students, not just those who had 

performed at the lowest (“Warning”) level.  

 

Where does Wayland stand with regard to its MCAS Growth Scores? 

Individual students receive growth scores which measure that student’s relative progress in 

comparison to all students throughout the Commonwealth who scored exactly the same on prior 

year exams.  Growth percentiles less than 40% or greater than 60% are considered significant. 

 

In ELA, Claypit Hill, Happy Hollow, and the Middle School all grew at a rate of 60% or greater.  

Happy Hollow grew at a rate of 68%.  In math, Claypit Hill, Happy Hollow, and the Middle 

School again all grew at a rate of 60% or greater.   Claypit Hill grew at a rate of 68.5%.  The 

high school’s growth rates were within the expected range while attaining the highest 

achievement scores in the district, which makes sense given the fact that the high school’s scores 

represent the cumulative impact of students progressing through all levels of the system. 

 

What about the district’s Accountability Level? 

One of the central goals of the No Child Left Behind law was for all students, in every subgroup, 

to achieve proficient scores or higher.  If a school has a subgroup that does not make adequate 

progress toward this goal, then the entire school (and district) will be given a lower 

“accountability” level.  Level 1 is the highest level and Level 5 is the lowest, most concerning, 

level.  An accountability level is often misinterpreted to mean that it is indicative of the 

performance level of all students in the district, while it may in fact reflect the performance of 

just one subgroup within a particular school.  A Level 2 accountability level, especially in high 

performing districts like Wayland, usually results from the performance of one or more of the 

district’s “high needs” subgroups.  The high needs subgroup refers to students with disabilities, 

low income students, and English language learner students. 

 

Over the past several years, Massachusetts districts and schools with a Level 1 accountability 

status have steadily decreased in number while those with Level 2 status have steadily increased.  

Wayland, like most of its K-12 peer districts (such as Lexington, Lincoln, Needham, Wellesley, 

and Weston), are Level 2 districts.  The good news is that Wayland is moving against this trend, 

showing improvement in its subgroup scores.  In 2013, Happy Hollow and Claypit Hill were 

classified as Level 2 schools.  In 2014, Claypit earned a Level 1 rating.  Happy Hollow showed 

significant progress as well, earning among the highest growth scores in the district as noted 

above. 

  

The intent of this article is to provide some background information as it relates to MCAS 

testing, and to encourage interested readers to look through the 2014 MCAS report that is posted 

on the district website 

(http://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/school_committee/presentations___reports).  Overall, Wayland 

students can be very proud of their performance on this measure. 
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